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1. What ig the relationship between the various libsral groups in Hong Kong
and the Chinese Communist Party (CCR)?
The XRC, the China Democratic Lemgue and other groups are working with
the CCP %o bring the Civil VWar %o an end, to establish a democratic
cealition government and <to carry out the policles of Dr. SUH Tate-sen,

2o Are the varicus llberal groups agreed cn the policy they should adopt vis-s-vwis
the pressnt goverrment of China oo the one kand and ths 00P cn the ohhse?

They all endorse the policy ouvtlined above and thay share & willing-
pess Lo work with the OCP. The recent joint reply to HAD Tsse~tungts oy
Dy proposal regarding the comvoecabion of a new Pecpiets Consulbative Sone
forence (F0Q) should not, howsver, be constined to mean that all grewns
ara in agisepert regarding the wethods sod timing. Negobiations ars now
undsr w8y to reconcile these differences in order Lo present a wnited
front to both Nenking and to the CCP. (The Warshal them meat on to emphsaize
the importance of preserving a2 sbrong liberal or "shird® force, irmsluding
séc;ﬁhz elemonts of the Nerking Cowvermment io counter-balance the axbiene
left).
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Will the liberal grcups issue a Joint manifesto of some kind explaining their unlied
policy? 25X1A2g

About five or six different mantifss%os (Ses- bave besn issued hy

various groups snd in a few days the RRC will publish ite own views on the

new PCC. In & genersl wey, these statements of policy agree with each other.

£t 1e hoped, howaver, that a jJoint manifeeto will be issued eventunlly. A

united front must be esteblished in any cose bafore liberal groups cen sand

their representatives to ths new PCC,
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When will the mew PCC assemdle? ' :
UDepending on the course of the Civil War and aleo ¢n the speed with which the

raricue groups in Hong Kong can get together, the mesting will taks place in
two, four or perbaps six months.

Where shonld such a meeting take placet
Parhaps in Hanking or in Peiping 4f the Civil “ar situation permits. in eny
vase, it would have %o be a place remdliy accessible to all participants.
{it ie belisved that ths sugzested locations wers not offsred seriously. The
¥arshal was understood to mean that he did not favor a location in pressnt
Chinese Communied territory.)

in the event that a iiberal-CCP coalition cemes into power., will the Chinese

Somnuniste accept the participation of Il Tsung-Jen, PAL Chiung-hal ~nd other "Libsrals®

in Nanking? ' .
The GCF will be willing to accept the ald of any groups which spesk out against
CHIANG K'ai-shek, except former members of the (C (ligqué, peoples engnged in
secret police activity and a few others who are regarded as CHIAKG'p personsl
followsrs {unstated). Private capitalists and merchants who are engeged in

produciive enitarprise are regarded as part of the “Nation®e capital” and will 25X1A6a

noy be disturbed. Accumulations of wealth by goverament officlals oy faversd
families will not be tolerated. (According %o Marshal Li'r sascciate (Ses
Comment}, several Shanghei industrialists have recently recleved iefters from
the Chinese (ommunlists reassuring them thet their businessee will not be intei-
ferred with under a Jommwnlst regime.)

UCP publications have recently atiacked L1 Tgung-jen and others with coneidersble
bitterness (such as the ettack on LI Tsung-jer in the 15 June 1943 issve of the

Lhioa Digest, CCP English-language magazine in Hong Komg), Pleass comment on thie.

These attacks are directed sgainst LI Teubg-Jen in his capmclty as an official
of CHIANG K'si-ghek's Goveroment. if he left this Government and Joinod the ¥RC,
be would no longer bhe wvulnerable since he would belong %o a party collaborating
with the Chinese Communists. Morecver, these attacks are prodably made by
"leftists” who do not reflact the cpinion of the more farsighted and mature
Gommnied leaders,

Doss the Marshal bhelleve that L1 Teung=jen, PAI Ch'unz-hel and others are ready %o

cocperate with the ERC and with other liberal groups im Hong Kongt
4I Teung=jen, P41 Chiupg-hsi, MA Hung-k'uei and ¥ Teo-yi are nol easer to cun~
tinve & war which lacks the support of ihe people and which cannct end im
victory for CHIANG K'ai-shek. (The above uames ware mentioned {pw this eonmeciion
aaveral times. According %o Marshal Li's aasociate, who acted as interpreler
for theee interviews, ) Ving-gh'in, CE'ERG Chiien, WEI bi-hmang, AU Teong-aan
and ex-Premier CHARG Chun are so deeply committed $o CHIAKSG Kiaf-shsl that ther
will probably remein loyal to him. The associate stated that the Chinese
Communists might be willing to affect a temporary alliance with YEIN Hgi-shan in
order to expedite thelr maln taks of defeating the Nanking Governmen.,) A v
latively bloodless coup d'etat could %take places im Hanking if the warious
%liverale? there simmlianeously demsnded that the Generslissimc retire and make
way for a govermment which conld negotiate a peace with the CCOP, In this eveni,
wory few of CHIANG's troops would remalnm loyal t6 him and he would he forced %o
gomply. #Frior to this, the United States would have had to stop its aid %o the
present government,

{in an effort %o elicit Li's actusl opinion regarding the intentions of the CCF, the

interviever olaborated on the following points: The people of the United States,
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including the working classes and intellectusi'e. are practically unemimous in their
spposition to Communism-{the usual objections were menticned)-and one of the important
motives for the present United States' policy im China is a sirone dlslike for this
form of government., Admittedly the recent policy stabements of MAQ Tee-tung seem
very conciliatory and hardly in sccordonce with Marxiet theory as practiced in the
USSR and the Baetern Zuropean police states. It is feared, howsver, that thess
roliciss represent nothing more than tactical retreats and that once the new cceli~
tion is formed, the CCP will rapldly seize complete control bv methods familisr inm
Eastern Burope. Moreover, the COP will have strong armed forees st its disposal.)
Harshal LI wes asked to comment on the interviewer's statemense.

Completely indoctrinated Communists form only & small minority in Chima, If

they tried %o destroy the balance of the new coalition by armed forss, they

would rapidly lose the support of ths people=which is the scurce of their

rresent sirength, It is balieved that the Communists have altered their

policy and that for the present at any rate, they will work together with

liberals in a cosliticn govermmsent. The CCP has learned Y eupsrisnce thst

. afforts to set-up single-pariy soviste are net likely to meet with success

in China, They have also learned %hat they require suppert from many differant

sections of the community, especially various classes of neasante. They cannod

rely on a small politically-consciome "proletariat. ¥

{ Interviever read to Marshal II a passage from the leftist, rather antiwﬁnit,edCPYRGHT
States mamazine Now Statesmen and Notiom dealing with the Britich Labor Partyis

attitude toward Coprmnisi, This passanc explained that ﬂxﬂ_&m}irx@ary Soclalimn had
b 1T in

paen obliged to cooperate with Communimn during lorld Vol rder to defeat Fasceist
Fermany, but that cooperation was now rendered impossiblé—tsythe
e demorratiec nrocesses and libertie O wraplk dopporzeyty, The arshal
was asked vhether or not he cxpected Lo be faced with same problem in the event
of & new coalition government.,
Even in Fastern Zuropsan countries the Communists tolerated minority parties.
In France and in Italy, Communists arve working side by side vith members -
other groups. '

s

the

Jt vas pointed out that, according to many observers, the minority parties in
fastern Burope are not allowed to disagres with Commundst policies and in France
and in Ttaly, where the liberals still hold s balance of power, the Commmnists
woudd doubtless destroy "bourmwois democracr 40 they vere abla. oha Marghal was
roquested to comueont .
It is quite possidle (in the parshal’s opinion) that the vorldewide Communist
policy of cooperating with liberal groups is merely o tactical move., Even if
this is the case, the future conduct of the CCF cznnot be bound by such a tachi.-
cal plan, and they can be relied on to adapt their policies to the reulities of
the sltuation if the liberal groups prove to be stronzer and more durable than
thoy supposed, {II then went on to discuss the irporbance of ending the Civii
War as soon as possible in order %o preserve the strensbh of the ndddle roups
espeeially thoss in Nanking and Shanphal. Tt woald be on these groups » he gaid,
that he would bave o rely in order Lo mintain a balance of power with the COP.
The longer that the Civil War continues, the more difficult will become the
position of the liberals in Chima, since they Yo~ +n ho drawn to one pole or
the obher-the Taecists or the Commniais)- ‘

thas in the Horsnalls opinion) would be the correct policy for the United States
in Chima?
The United States should immediately withdraw all zssistance to CHIANG and
support the “demneratic forces" in fnina.

{It mas suggested that thers wms perbaps little chance that the United States would
change ita policy). vhat did Li.e Marshal nean by "s4id to the democratic forces.®
Americs should give public, moral suppert to the third party groups suth ue
the KEC and the Chins Dewocratic Isopme. In addition, it shomld seeretiy rive
material support to these groups,
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14, How will the proposed coslition governmeni bo created?
After the liberal parties have come $0 an agreement regarding their progyan and
when the Civil War situstion permite, & new PCC will be convened as snggesied
hy MAC Tae-tung, The basls for dlacusslon in this conference, at which all
democratic parties will be represented, will be the agreement zigned by
members of the first PCC. The new PCC will agree on certain basic principies
according to which cooperatlon between the CCF and the libersl groupe can be
cerried out., It will Ye agreed, for oxample, that the lawe regerding agrarien
reform must be onforced, no cne-party system will be tolerated and civil Litar-
ties will be protected. Theee matters were thrashed out at the Tirst FCC snd
all would have been well had not CHIANG K'at-ghek delibverately broken tha herms
of thet agreement and sttacked the Communists {n the mistaken Yelief that &s
could defeat them im six monthas, The mew PCC will then summen s Natlonal
Azgembly which will create & Constitution. It is no% sxpected that this Consii-
tutlon will differ very much from %the one now in effect. Natvrally. the positien
of $he liberal groups at the new POC would be far stronger 1f the Nanking elemenis
sueh ae LI Tsung-Jjen and ¥U Tgo-yi will bave declared for peace prior to the
convocation of the mesting,

ENCE AGENCT
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L5, siho would Le the probable ehief of a new conlition aovermenty
(i%amhal Lits associate had spoken of Madame SUN ¥Yeb-sen in tigs connectiont .
This will appear at the PCC.

15, Why should the CCP nzgotiate with any one? Is it not to their wnbage to
capbimue the Civil var until thoy win a deeisive victory?

They have learned that they can neither win the war rapidly nor govern the
country without the help of liberal 3roups such as the KRG, the Demoeratic
Ieague, ete., which represent abomt twoethirds of China%a public opinion. In
particular, they nced the support of niddle and rich peasanis » mamufactarers and
merchants, Theae groups look to the KHC and to the Demoeratic leame for poli-
tical lesdership rather than to the CCP, Hovewer, 1t will be several montho
before the new POC can mwet. The Commnists may well be glad of this delay
gince thelr military victories will strengthen thelr position in the negotiations.

St
=3

7. {When asked about the numerical strength of the KRC, LI pointed ocut that higs group
is the legitimate succsssor of Dr. SUN ¥at-sen's Keasdntang) ,

After the collapse of the present Nanking regims, the nembership of the party now
headed by CHIANG Keai-shek will bransfer its allegiance to LIts group. In ovder to
sliminate undesireble elenents, re-reristration will be NeCeBIATY.

18, (in discussing the reasons foyr CCP strength, LI mode the usual nssertions that the
Cormunists serve the masses vhile the Nenking Kuomintang serve the oppressers, ote.
He also pointed out that nmost people congider that the OCp emergod from the first POC az
the injured party). As an illustration of tie variety among supporiters of the Cooe
madsts, many former collaborators in South China, especiaily those with technical
training are beins recruited by the CCP o i their nevily-sequived railways and ine
dasbrles in the North. .

19 Do there seem to be any serious differerces of opirdon within the CCP?
{1X stated that he knew of noneh  To all appearsnces they were woll united, Oecazsion.
ally the Chairman and others who take the long~range vieu have to correct thoss
CCF wembers who see only the shorteterm aspecta of curvert problems.

#0. Vhen asked his opinion about the probable lengbh of the Civil Viary IX suguested
that poscibly the Natlonalists, with Amcerican help, eould kold cut in Ceniral
China for about a woar,

21. In reply to a question about the possibility of a separate government in South
China, LY repliied scmevhat arbigiously that Y2 strong liberal bagse in South Chipa
weuld strengthen (his) position in negotiating vith the Gge.v
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